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ELIAS GETS LUCKY AT LE MANS

A slice of luck and no shortage of talent on behalf of the Team Gresini engineers afforded Toni Elias the
opportunity to return to the track and qualifying on the second row of the grid after an untimely crash in
this afternoon”s qualifying session. The Spaniard will launch his charge for honours from seventh on the

grid tomorrow, his Russian team-mate Vladimir lvanov with more work to do from 34th.

Toni Elias (7th 17 39" 517 ) "We made a bad start to the session today when | crashed when lapping
Six seconds off the pace. | don”t even know what happened - the front just folded and | went down. That
made things difficult for us but the team did a great job to get me back on track and in the end the second
row isn”t bad. We ll try and make a few small improvements to the setting and hopefully have a good

race tomorrow.

Vladimir Ivanov (34th 1° 40" 746) "Things went a little better this morning but when we tried to

change a few things this afternoon it seems we took the wrong direction. We eventually went back to the
original setting but there wasn "t enough time left to improve the lap time. It”s a shame but | am not too
disappointed because we will learn from mistakes like this. If | can ride tomorrow like 1 did this morning

we”ll make up a few positions. "



Fausto Gresini "We got lucky today because a crash in MotoZ, when you only have one bike available, is
really risky and you have to be careful over the first few laps. Toni did well to get back to the garage
quickly and the team did a fantastic job to get the Moriwaki MD600 fixed in time for him to secure a good

position on the grid. If they hadn "t then we would have been at risk on missing out on a lot of

championship points. After yesterday”s practice and this morning we “re confident we can be in the hunt.
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